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Section 198 SEARCH WARRANT

Summary Proceedings Xct 1957

To: Every Constable.
(or to

I am satisfied on an application

*(in writing made on

* (made on oath orall

noted in writing)

, Constable)

eving that there is in any
premises or place situated at

THAT there is reasonable gro
building, carriage, vehicle, boy/,
Flat <, o. ceceac. Street, Chris

Photographs showing any child;
ing any child who has attended the creche; any

the following thing(s),
documents or writings identi
diary detailing any contact
books magazines or periodic
contact with children; do
or indicators of such; clgthing or pe
children; photographic i
offending; handwriting

onal effects of a type or size used by
struments or sexual aids used in sexual
amples, phopie books, contact lists, address books.

* (upon or in respe
Indecent assault, indycing an indé&cent act and sexual vioclation

or is suspected Hf having /been committed)
*(which there i reasonable ground to believe will be evidence as

to the commissi/on of an ¢ffence of:
Indecent assault,/ inducing ajp indecent act and sexual violation

* (which there is reasonhable ground to believe is intended to be
p

/ . .
used for the urpose df committing an offence of:
Indecent assau it, 'nduciné an indecent act and sexual violation

s

THIS IS TO/AUTHORISE YOU at any time or times within one month
from the date of this warrant to enter and search the said any
building, carriage, vehxcle, box, receptacle, premises or place situated at

Flat , 2 acucivwn Street, Christchurch,
with

such aSSlStantS as may be necessary, and if necessary to use force
for maklng entry, whether by breaking open doors or otherwise, and
also break open the box, receptacle or any box or receptacle
therein or thereon by force if necessary;

and also to sdize

* (any ing upon or in respect of which the offence has been
or is suspected of having been committed)

* (any thing which there is reasonable ground to believe will
be evidence as to the commission of the offence)

* (any thing which there is reasonable ground to believe is
intended to be used for the purpose of committing the

offence)
DATED at Christchurch this /2;9 day of October 1992.
DlsthEt“txmn#;ghumg;
Justice of the Peace T
(Deputy) Registrar—{Not— Deidg

a Constable)
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(Application for a Search Warrant)

IN THE MATTER of

Section 198 of the
Summary Proceedings

Act 1957

AND
IN THE MATTER of an application

for
a Search Warrant in

respect of the said
building, carriage,

vehicle, box
receptacle, premises or place

situated at Flat i, 20 ™ -~ Street,
Christchurch.

TO:
of

District Court Judge, Justice, Registrar

I, Kenneth John LEGAT
of Christchurch

(Constable, Detective, Sergeant, etc)

make oath and say as follows:

1 In November 1991, the Christchurch Child Abuse Unit began
investigating allegations of sexual abuse at the Christchurch Civic

Child Care Centre.

2 The suspect in this enquiry was a man who had worked at the centre
and had been employed there since 1987. He is Peter Hugh McGregor
ELLIS.

3 The difficulty in investigating this type of allegation is that
children at the centre ranged in age from 18 months to five years.
Children who have left the centre have ranged up to nine years of age.

4 This causes the Police to be very careful about the way the children
are interviewed.

5 The children have been interviewed by specialist interviewers and
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psychologists from the Department of Social Welfare’s Specialist
Services Unit.

Each interview has been recorded on video to enable the child to talk
freely about the allegations.

To date 127 children have been interviewed.

Of these, 25 children have disclosed on video various forms of sexual
abuse and physical assaults which have occurred at either the
Christchurch Civic Child Care Centre or at other locations within the
inner city.

The allegations range from indecent touching to full anal intercourse
with a child as young as four years.

As a result of the initipl disclosures the suspect, Peter Hugh
McGregor ELLIS, was initially arrested and charged with
representative charges, including indecent assault, inducing indecent
act and sexual violation.

ELLIS was later charged with further offences until as it stands
today, he is facing 33 criminal offences in relation to various
sexual and physical assaults on children. All offences have been
laid indictably and are punishable by imprisonment.

A number of children have disclosed on video various sexual
activities that have occurred at locations around Christchurch.

A Police investigation has continued and identified a number of
possibilities for these locations.

During this investigation it is apparent to the officers involved
that the staff of the creche have either been actively involved in
the sexual abuse of the children or have had knowledge of it and
failed to take any action.

Some of the child complainants have now disclosed that some of the
creche staff have been involved in or present at the sexual and/or
physical abuse of the children.

Also the Police investigation has revealed that the mother of the
main offender, Peter ELLIS, has been present during some of the
offending.

Police enquiries have identified her as Leslie Alexia ELLIS, residing
at Flat , 2 Street, Christchurch.

Several of the child complainants have stated that Peter’s mother was
present at an address, along with other creche workers, when several
children were both indecently assaulted and sexually violated.
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Three children have disclosed being taken by Peter ELLIS to his
.nother’s address and while the mother looked after two of the
children, the remaining child was made to have a bath with Peter
ELLIS, during which they were sexually viclated. This happened to
two of the children at this address.

Several children have disclosed being physically assaulted by a
person they refer to as Peter’s mother at several addresses around
Christchurch.

As a detective, I have been involved with the Christchurch Child
Abuse Unit for approximately two and a half years. During that time
I have investigated over 75 different complaints of child abuse.
These investigations have included various offenders that have
offended on multiple complainants.

I also underwent inservice training, including discussions and
conferences with psychologists and personnel at Kia Marama which is
the rehabilitative unit for sexual offenders against children. I
have also attended national conferences on child abuse investigation
and attended classes in multiple offender and complainant abuse.

From overseas studies and investigations, this type of abuse on
children have occurred in various creches and play schools.

The abusers use various scaring and conditioning tactics, including
the fear of death, the use of pornographic videos and pain to
condition the child.

These abusers and the multiple offenders that I have dealt with have
often kept detailed records, diaries and photos of their wvictims and
the activities which have occurred on them.

A number of offenders have gone to the extent of having detailed
records on computer programs.

It is not unusual for abusers to use pornographic videos to condition
the children as they see behaviour on tv and believe it to be okay.

Staff of the creche and their associates are known to have had in
their possession homosexual and heterosexual pornographic videos to
the extent of having staff parties to view the tapes.

Authority is sought to search for photographs, documents, diary or
diaries, computer programs or any other record which would show the
offender ELLIS and/or other staff of the creche or other adults
involved in any form of sexual physical contact with children under
the age of 17. Also any sound, video tapes or photographs involving
children.

Also any books, magazines, periodicals relating to sexual acts,
homosexuality or sexual contact with children, also documents
containing information on child sexual abuse, indicators of abuse,



education on detection of child sexual abuse.

31 Any instrument or device used in sexual practises as in my experience
is not unusual to find this type of material in active child sexual
offenders possession.

32 Police have already seized a number of documents under warrant which
will go to aid the prosecution and now need to prove who was the
author so need to locate handwriting samples.

33 Police are also looking for evidence as to contact outside normal
creche activities between the parties so need to locate and seize
phone books, address books, phone lists.

I THEREFORE APPLY for a

search warrant to be issued in
respect of the said building, carriage
vehicle, box, receptacle premises or
place situated at Flat , 2 Street,
Christchurch.

SWORN at Christchurch

this day of October 1992

before me:

District Court Judge,
Justice, Registrar





