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EVENTS _LEADING TO CANCE TION OF LICENCE R _CERIST CH CIVIC
CHILDCARE C EPTEMBER 1992

MICHAEL, DEAKER, MNO (SI)

I returned from 10 days in 2Australia on 31 August 1392, In my-
absence Bede Cooper had been acting MNO. On 1 and 2 September I
had briefings by telephone from Bede Cooper and Grace Todd
meetings at DSW and at the City Council that thegphad atte
with police, DSW, Crown Law Office and Christchux ity @
officials, to do with information disclose q
investigations of the actiomns of Peter Ellis.

At these briefings, Bede reported to me, th foMnation the
police included reference +to their view tha » staff
might be charged, there were substan of child
abuse and of generally poox supervisio implored
the,Ministry to suspend the centre's

I determined to travel to Christch ! 3 September to
attend a further briefing with al¥ :

I attended a meeting that mgIiEw U at the office of
John Gray, City Manager. % s N and at Jeast two
other city officials, R ffice representative,
Detective Inspector Brjan MR of his colleagues, plus

the three cf us from

nrffefings, and suggested strongly that

e v attend the creche. I was shown

f arents af children atr the c¢reche which

thedl warries. I gkim-read these and noted
a

any names or details now.

1“;5} ot r

wa a?hed from this briefing that section 13(1) of

he qtﬁb egqulations applied» In other words, as the
a

of the Secretary I was satisfied that it was not

‘:E!\}- de g
j &imt&rests of ehildren that this centre continue to
() . ‘

h

allgiizsen of abuse and disturbed child behaviour,.

b n Gray and the council officers said that if we
proceeded to suspend the licence they would have no
representations to make and that we could therefore
immediately proceed to cancel the licence. I presented Mr
Gray with a letter announcing suspensian, he responded in

kind stating the council as licensee would not contest

this, and I then gave him a letter stating the licence
would be cancelled under 14(2) of the ECE regulations.



There was di
iscussion i i

staff mediq he procedures of closu¥e ~1lttl? oY no part
7 a release, and the like + ie notification of
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