
1. My full name is Btde Antbny Cooper. At dl mat&al times I was the Deputy 

Maqer,  Christchui+ch, Ministry of Educddon. 1 am now employed as the 

acting Manager National Operations, Chriwchurch. I U v e  in Christchurch. 

2. My pwpose in giving evidence is to re& opedAcally to the ~ t s  of 
1 Soptcmkr 1992 to 3 September I 9 9 2  cu they relate to the ChristJntmh Civic 

Creche and the Minisuy of Education. 

3 ,  On 1 Septemkr 1492 1 received a telephone call from Janet BisW fforn the 
Dcpm-ent of Social W t i k  requesting an urgent matin& 4 t h  m. 1 

explained to her that i w u  extremely b a y  that d y  and wuld not meer with 

her. Sheshen told me that she had a very scrious matter to disdlss with me and 

Uml irpime&utiva of the Crown Solidtors office and the Police were in inr 

office at that moment to discuss marten relating to the CChristchurch Civic - 

C h i t d ~ t  Cetltre, 

4. I imnejiatdy contacied Gtace Todd within our office who is our expen in 

early childhoed education and we went to the Dqxrtrncnr of S o d  Wdfw 

and met with: 

- Mrs knct Biswell; 

- Detective Inspective Brian P m ,  New Zeajand Police at 

Christchurch; 

- Dotectivc Senior Scrgcant John Ell, Ncw Zdmd Police a 

- Mr AUarl ~ c ~ r t h u r ,  ~cgiobal hgal Adviser, New Zmhd Police; 

.- bfr Chrisopher langc, Crown Soli~itors officc at Christchurch. 



5.  Dorin~ nlcctintj wit11 those persons 1 was told that the children at the 

Christchurch Civic Creche were in "scrbue danger" ruld thnt the Creche's 

licena hgd to be withdrawn i~~vnedimlely and the Creche closed that day, 

6, During that meeting I mplaincd to the Policc that the proccw was not that 

dmple and ~tlat rho Mitistry would need to have i~&rmation on which b y  

could act, The Police were vety reluctant to provide us with any intomtion. 

We also statcd that before any steps could be taken to withdraw the H~cnct 
them were certain proccsscs involving the licenceholder which would need to 

be followed. 

7. 1 am ewatw that a meorlng wes thm schcdulcd tbr thc following day b r  

D~zpatlmenl of' Social WdILq tho Police and the Ministry of Education to 
/ 

meet wid] tho liccnceholdcr, Christchurch City Council. 

8, Prior to the dmduled meeting on 2 September 1992, Grace Todd and 1 met 

with thc Police rnnd Department of Social W e l h  in my offics. 
-. 

9. 1 wag s h d n  affidavits and icttcn from pnrenta which contained rornc matkni 

of grave e o n m  t i  me to indicate tha! tlu children at the Christshunh Civic 

C d  were i n d d  in serious dangcr. 1 was told that thc ycndcr af the striff 

who wore yrcmtly under investigation was %male and that the number of staff 

members imtolvcd was four. L was not @vcn my sptcific names. 

10 As sresult of my briefing with the Police arld the Department of Social W e l h  
I rsachcd dtc view tht the Christ~hurch Civic Creche's licence h d  to be 

suspended immediately and most likely cancelled. 

11. During the course of tlre MeAng with the Police (itace Todd m i d  the iswe 
mgardirg the specific prcxedure for cadlation of a licence. She told the 

Y olicc that there was a set procedure to go thrcugh and that this would invalvs 

B a t  serving a suspetlsian noiice on the licencsholder bebre proceeding to 

anad the limca 

12, The Police were very concerned at this and urged us to cane! the liccnct 

immediately. Wc wtrc indstcnt, howcvcr. that the proper procedure had to be 

followed. The Police werg very unhappy at this au they wanted to act 



irnmcdiatcly and said that (Iwy were no[ pfcpnrtd to divulge the i n f i i i o n  

thcy had gathued to any other person. fl 

13. On 2 Scptcmbcr 1992 at 10.00 am the panies who had bccn pwmt st the 

w i n g  the day before met 81 the offms of the Chriachurch City Council. 

Mr Gray appeared surprid to rsee sa maty people pr-t eapedalty givan 

their ranking in the variaus orgadeations. He appeared to bs con& that 

there ware 1egd represmtativcs present and regWed that the City Coundl's 

office soliciror, Peter Mitchell, cair Id be present. 

14. At the be&nning of the rncGting the Police made it cIcar to Mr Gray that then 

were odgoing investigations regarding the Christd~urch Civic Creche, All 
Council reprae~tatives present at that rneetiny wcra asked for an undertaking 

of confide~tlaltty, I wrr lbcr  Mr Gray ukiny whahcr the Mayor a u l d  be 

informed a~d hc w ~ s  rold that she a u l d  nd. 

15. At tho bo&dng of he  ~nruing the Police J d  Mr Gray that they kere satirfied 

that the Children s the Centre were &~nsiderad to be in &our danger. 

and thr 

-. They told Mr G m y  

that both tnc kpartrnznt of Social W a l k  and the Minisky of Education had 

bet11 given spccific details about their c o n m  but that the detailed infbnmtion 

could not be shared with Mr G r ~ y .  

16. I rocall that at the beginning of the meeting the Police talk4 in t m  of 

"withdrawal" of the Catre's licence. At mne point in the meetiqj ha .  

Todd explained the procedure to hfr Gray that wa111d h a w  to t a b  place to 5-w CA 
a ' 

> 

~ u h  cancel the Ccnve's liwnw, 

17, We explained to Mr 6my that thc licence would first be suspended and that , 
decision had already bccn mede. We also mplained that in the w a l  ! 
circumstance n licence is suspended wld thm a ehori tims is +en for 

rcprcscnultions to bc a~de regarding canullation of the licence. 



18. During the course of the meeting 
I I 

~ " I C ) ( C U ~ C C  

iblc 

any 
ake would change our position that the licence should 

19, By the and of the meeting we reached the point where the only muroc opcn 

was for the Ministry to issue a suspension notice and John Oray to in nim 

provide us with a lsuer stat& that he had no repr~~ent~tions to make on the 

issue ~Curiwlial i tn cmd the licence would thon be irxuncd1arety amcclltd, This 

process way necessary bccausc of the formal procedures for cmdfntlan aet out 

in thq Education regubtionr. 
&EQk\% -.- 

20. I rocall that bcforo the scheduled meeting with John Gray on 3 Scptcmbu 1992 
A 

repramt&vu of rhc Police met with myvdf and Michael Deaker, the 

Msnay~r.~Sputh Island Operlations, Mini~try of Education. 

22, H o w c r ,  we had poinled out to tile Poiiu that technically hfr Deaker was 

petson who would be required to sign the lctters and therefore hia pr- was 

ncc~ggsy and that he would also need to b satisfied of the Police c o n m  

bcforo he could rorrnally siyn the Icttcrs. 

23. 1 recall t h ~ t  Mr Dciika- advcd in Chrlstchutch &urn Dunedin on the morning 

of 3 Septanba 19% and a mcahg too play b e t 6 0  tho Policc, Cmwn 
h ~ & Y ~ o  tee 

Solicitor, Mr Dcakcr and myself in iuw&em ~t the City Council premises. 

24. During the course of this mming Mr Deaker was shown the ~mavits and 

ldtcrs firrim pwwls thnt I had wen on 2 September and ub: a result of road- 

those documents he wid that in his view tlie Cenue's licmct should ba 
s-9, ~rnmediately. He then signed both of the letters datcd 3 Septcmbea 

1992 regarding suspension ~ n d  cancellation afthe licences. 



23, I tl~en met with John Gray for tha purpose of exchaGng the luttws. I handed 

him the letter ~nnounciw ~usponsion and he then hzlndtd me the letter stating 

that the Council had no rcprescntations to make on the qucvtian of canellation. 

I ~ J K I I  h m d d  him the IcOcr. itating Ll~at Lbt Centre's liuncc was cancetled. 

This prcx;css took no more than Ave minutes. 

26. The c~nctllation a p p d  in the New Zealand Garettc on 17 Septw~~ber 1992 

and took effect from 18 September 1992. 

27. 1 am aware that there have been dleptiono in this casc that thc excturnge of 

lcnarr on 3 September 1% amounted to a conspimcy involving the Palicc, 

Minidry of Education, and h4r Gray. 1 comment on this proposition as fbllows: 

(8) Thc Ministry af Edrrtxtjon was the ultimate dccisionmaket whm it 

came to the suspension Rnd cancellation of the licence and our 

cons~~lt~tion with Mr Gray w e  -' p ~ e ?  

(b) E3iforc we &attcndcd tha tnezting vith Mr may on 3Scptanbcr we 

had rcnchd. tkc dccision that the Centre's licence would daAnitaly be 

suspended and most likely candcd. We were, however, aware of thc 

formrl pl-oced~lret thnt had to be followed bcforc the limn- wuld ba S uye"! 
ad,  cancelled. 

us on the iswa of 

/ 
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