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1. My fill name is Bode Antbny Coopw. At all material dmts I was the Deputy 

Manager, Christchurch, Mi&@' of Educdon. I am now anpIoyed as the 

acting Manager National ~ t i o n s ,  Christcburch. I Uue in Christchutch. 

2. My purpose in giving evidence is to re& apedfically to the events of 
1 Soptmlxr 1992 to 3 Scpttrnbcr 1992 as they relate to the Christchuroh Civic 

Creche and the Minisy of Education. 

3, On 1 September 1492 1 received a telephone call from Janet B i s W  f h m  the 
Department of Social W e l h  requesting an upant matting 4 t h  me. r 
explained to ha t h i ~  I wu extremely b y  that day and ccluld not meet with 

her. She~hen taid me that she had a very wious matter to discus with me and 

tirat rrprc&iativu of the Crown Solicitors oflct and the Police were in iler 

oace ilt that mmcnt to dims# marterr relating to the Christchurch Civic 

4. I imndiately contacted Gtaca Todd within our office who ie our orpect in 

early chiidhood education and we went to rhc Depanmcm uf S d  Welfm 

and met with: 

- Mrs Janet BiswtII; 

- Detective Inspective Brian Pearce, New Zeafand Police at 

Christchurch; 

- Dotectivc Scnior Scrgoant John Ell, Ncw Zcaland Police at 

Christchurch; I 
I 

- Mr A l i a ~  Mc~rthur ,  ~cgioial hgsl Adviser. New Zmhd P oliw; 

-- bfr Christaplier I a n ~ c ,  Crown Soli~itors oflicc at Chrimchurch. 
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5.  Durin~ the tncctin~ wit11 those persons 1 was told that the children at the 

Chrisrchu~h Civic Crccht were in "~erioue danger" wd thnt the C M t ' n  

licence had to be withdrawn itlvncdi~tely and the Creche closed that day. 

I 6. that mwting I mplaincd to the Poiict that tl~c proccw was not that 

Ampla and ~tla: rho Miristly would need to have i~lfbrmation on which they 

could act. The Police were very reluctant to provide us with arzy information. 

i We alao s t a d  that before my steps cauld be taken to withdraw thc Zi~enct 

them were ccrtRin pmsscs involving the littnceholdcr which would nesd to 

be followed. 

7. 1 am ewarv that a meotlng was thcn schcdulcd for thc foilowiqj day h r  

Departmeal of Social W c l h ~ ,  tho Polict and the Ministry of Educalion to 
/ 

meet with tho liccnccholdcr, Christchurch City Council. 

I 8. Prior to the dreduled nleeting on 2 Sep:&er 1992, Grace Todd and 1 met 

with the Polict and Department of Social W e l h  in my office. 
-. 

9. I was shown r&kldtr nnd lcitcrs from pwem which contained some manern 

a t  grave c o n m  t i  mc to Indicate lhat the childra at the Chriatchurch Cmc 

Creche were indwd in serious dangcr, 1 was fold tlwt thc ycndcr of the st~ff 

who west presently under investigation was %male and that the number of staff 

I members Involved was four. L was nor given any spcific names. 

t'' 10. As a result uf my briefing with the P @ l e  and the Department of Social Welfatc ,-/ 

c- - - .  

11. During the coum of the briefing with the Police Grace Todd raised the issue 

rsgardirtg thc specific procedure for cadlation of a licence. She told the 

Yobce that there was a set procedura to go through and that this would involve , A ~ ~ - , , =  

first serving a suspetlsion nolice on the licmcaholder before proceeding to .Ir"V-o M=! 

an& the licsnw, w')- -, cbu~-L 

&. -&- 0 5  % 
1 

12. The Police were very concerned t ~ t  thin m d  urged us tn can& the licence Jd 
LA3 & 

immedi8teIy. Wc werc inlstcnt, howvcr. thw th proper procedum had to be 
i ~ a k  

followed. The Pdlice were vary u n ' p y  a this rs they wanted to pa u ~ ~ ' ' .  



irnmcdiatcly and raid that dlcy were not prepred to divulge thts idomation 

they bd gtthwed tn any other person. Findy-wepw.tcdcd to meet-~4th John-- 

-e=i.?-d2t1wik--- 
13. On 2 Sepfcrnbcr 1992 at 10.00 am the panics who had been present at the 

meetin8 she day before met 81 the offms of the Chrinchurch City Councjl. 

Ms Gray appeared surprid to we no msuty people present esptcjdty givm 

their ranking in the mrious arganieations, He appcarcd to be concerned that 

then wore legal repte~entatives present and requested that the City Cwncil's 

office wliciror, Pctu Mitchell, muld ba present. 

1 At the beginning of the rnccting the Police made ir dcat to h4r Gray that then 

were ongoing investigations regarding the Christcl~urch Wvic Creche. All 

Council represartativcs present at that meeting wcro asked for an undertaking 

of cunfide~~tidity, I m r r ~ b c r  Mr Gray askiny w h d a  the Mayor couid be 

informed and he was told that she could nbt. 

15, At thc be&ning of the mering the Police told MI Gray that they m witdied 

that the ChiMm at the Centre were u~nsidered to be in &ous danger. 

I n s ~ * ~ i b M b M ~ ~ ~ t M e - P d l ' w d - t h e  - Minimof 

- E U u a h ~ ~ k ~ 1 & + k O O p W d a y .  They told Mr Gray 

that both thc Dcpartrncnt of Social W e l h  and the Ministry of Education had 

baen given specific details about their concam but thal the detailed i n f b ~ i o n  

coi~ld mt be khared with Mr G r ~ y ,  

16. 1 rocall that at the beginning of the meeftng the Police t a l k 4  in twms of 

"withdrawal" of the Contra's licence. At tame point in the rn- &aw. 
7 Todd explgined the procedure to hfr Gray that wrjld hm to t~ke place to m+,d, 

d c i t ~ c e l t ~ ~ a  C ~ ~ I I ~ : ~ ? I  licxnce. 
I 

17, We explained to Mr Gmy that thc licmct would First be suspended and that h , .z -@ & ,f*&-. &.& *& L/V oA2AL. 

I deckion had already bccn made.-,, We also nrplained that in the usual G., 

circumstance: n licence is suspended rvld than a shon tima i s  given for w ~ - " "  
011 c: A- 

representations ro bc a ~ d e  regding c~nccllation of the licence. 
of ocLo-3ui- 3 bJ- 

b-cJ t . & " d  &' d~ i.LrL- 2 
L.0- LJ c4 ,-&) 60 , ,343 
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>.,Lj During the course oftho m a t i n g  msdriLclaar to-Mr6rqrhatwhatw0- 

, / 

19. By fhe and of the meeting wa reached the point whtre the only murot opw 

was for the Ministry to iswc: a suspension notics and John Oray to in turn 

provide ua with a latter stat& that he hd no reprmtations to make an the 

issue ~Canwlla~itm cmd the licence would thon be iinmediately amcclltd, This 
process way nectssrrry bccause of the famat procedures for uuldtation wt out 

in the Education regulations. 

-&Ji.k.L? 
20. I recall rha$%foro the schdillcd meeting with John Gray on 3 Scptcmbr 1992 

reprtscntativcs of the Police met with myself and Michael W e r ,  the 

Manaycr."Spurh Island Operaliona, Miniutry of Education. 

22. Hotvnter, we had pointed out to the Police that technically Mr Deakcr was rhe 

petson who would be requind to sign thc Ictten ~ n d  therefore his prcstnca was 

messary and that he would also need to be satisfied of the PoUm concerns 

bcforo he couM Smally siyn the letters. 

23. I mall that Mr Da~kcr a n i d  in Chr.islchorch Rom Dunedin on the morning 

of 3 September 19% and a rnocting took place betwttg thc Policc, Cmwn 
, 4 T  C = q F  - ~. \k  - 

Solicito'r, Mr Dcakcr and m y d f  in ity Council premises. 
. ?  

~ d f i ~ ~ f t h ~ ( r ~ ~ ~ r x ) t p , r e ~ c n c a t - i W s _ m e e r i n ~  w' L--- 
s c&-j 

q , M s c d  ~3,s -4 0 s,i\ G& .Cr*k 
.wr 14.  During the course o f  this rnoeting Mr Deaker was shown the rtfZldavits and , 
Qcu/ - 

Ictlus frunl pwmls thnt I had wen 011 2 September and a m l t  of mading &- c4c 

tho= dcpuments he said that in his vicw the Cenue'~ licence nhould be -4-mc 
uw&) ?d- 

cmded immediarely. Me then s iy lod  be& l e t t e x  c s i = , 5  
5-4- .J- 3 L P . 4  3 w. / \  7 2  - &L '<J- 

r;\Jrjlum1969 01 



~ ~ ~ m o u n ~ ~ - m s p w i o n  and he then hrtndd me the letter stating 

that the Council had no represwtatiom 10 mhke on the qucation of cancellation I ~ C  ( ,, I;-# 
A 5 c , ,  c' / 3 1 dr11 handed him the lcna aatmg that lllr Centre's iiancc was W e d  5LL ,4kL 

I 
I 

procczs took no l~ore  than Avo minutes. .b %W O& 

P-,"- y 
26 Tho mcdlation appcared in the New Zealand Gnrme on 17 Sepm~ber 1992 b4~"!& 

' 
A 

c Lfl& 
md took effecr fiom 1 8 September 1992. 

LJQ b 
27. T am Bware  hat there have been allegations in this cw that tb mdmp of 

- - A 

Icttars on-3 September 1992 amounted to R conspiracy inwlvine the Polio, ( L ~ ~  
w+& & / d l (  

Ministry of ~duczttion, and Mr Gray. 1 comment on !his proposirbon as follows: - -. '- --. -.- a= 
(a) Thc Ministy o l  ~ d ~ h i o n . w a ~  . the ultimate dcciQnrnaker when it M;C*U& -. 

? 

came ro the ruspmson rind &ce!~&-on of the liccncc and our 1s / LL - -  

0 7  L i k l f y \  (7fi'f a L2-L- 17 -"L,S 
consn(tation with Mr Gray w u  ' - 

(b) E3;fcr we 

I . We were, however, aware of thc 

Uowed bcforc the licence w i d  be s . ~ p - ~ -  1'- 

7 / (C) \Ye made it wry dew to MI Gn). d w q  the 
A 1 

fifrwneecm* 
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