23 August 2000
MEMO for:

Ms Val Sim, Chief Legal Counsel, Ministry of Justice.

Ministerial Inquiry — Peter Ellis case

1. The purpose of this memo is to assist you to report to the Mi

2. My letter to the Minister dated 5 May 2000 foreshado

but in the event the Ministry found this a diffiu C
3 se the finalisation of these

arrangements. On that date I wrote to, d 16 act for the
parents, and to all other parties, requ of names for
appointment as international expex as envisaged by the

Terms of Reference.

3. The closing date give ; nses all came to hand on or about
that date.

The nominati

© Ministry was most helpful and with its assistance I
with an USA law professor who knew or was familiar

5. %& appreciated that the task we are asking the experts to undertake in
Teyicwing the numerous tapes and voluminous records is considerable. Estimates
re that about 100 hours work will be required. The people we are approaching all
ve full-time jobs and busy careers. As I said in my 5 May letter, it would have
been hopeful to expect to find overseas experts of the required standing, who
would be immediately available to undertake the task.

6. Our first choice declined the offer. A few days ago we completed arrangements
with our second choice, and the materials have been despatched to him. We have
persuaded him to aim for completion in November, after he had first suggested
February 2001. I am negotiating with two others, and hope to conclude



satisfactory arrangements with one or other soon. The earliest completion date
they have on offer for their reports is mid-December.

7. On your advice (with which I agree), when the experts’ reports are to hand I need
to give the interested parties the opportunity of commenting on them. I will then
have to complete my own Report. I expect to have a draft well advanced by then,
but I will require further time for completion after receiving final comments from
the participants. I have, at this stage, almost finished reading the huge amount of

court material, and the tape viewing, I had to undertake. &
hav@

8. I would like to make it clear that the problems causing dela
first the legal arrangements for the parents, and secon
overseas experts; not my other major commitment a; '

Commission on Genetic Modification.



