the investigation commenced with an adult preconception of the
events which was fed to the children, so that they were not free to

answer open-ended questions spontaneously thus contaminating the
data gathered; and that

Proposition 40: The objectivity and impartiality of the investigator is

critical.
Supporting Research and Opinion : @
The Wood Commission.
. Associate Professor WALKER, from her analysis of the materi ied
in relation to the Seabeach Case, formed the opinion that:

. the certainty of the investigator increased the fe %anger O
group, which accelerated the obtaining of 4he €xpected w
answers from the children, including tl%@méﬁs f wit@m

. In response, Professor Kim OATES, a paediatric sp&ist l% rtise in
child abuse cases who was the Head of %d Proteétion it" at the
Children's Hospital at the Universityfef\\&y and @ sociate Editor

ectgave evidend behalf of the

of the Journal of Child Abuse and

prosecution that: @

/

. it was difficult for \@' pr @‘wmaﬁon in free recall
although they do in-gdpd me ; y

by authoti igures such as parents and
any input into the story then the child may

ause>there was no event, the process of
a&l}\g rocess, and if there was real memory

ht become obscured by repetition;

3, at me
esearch 0% into the ability of children of different
recall successfully events in which they were involved; and
S
e o
e

idence that children from as young as six were
i s, but the data about younger children was not

learn it
if therg\

al play and humour can include sexual content.

yupporﬁng search and Opinion :

The Wood Commission.

. The Wood Commission. Ms Fay PETTIT, a lecturer in Child Development a
the Institute of Early Childhood in Sydney gave evidence on behalf of the
defendants that:

. pre-schoolers have a strong curiosity about sexual matters, and
often play doctors and nurses;
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. their humour at that stage is concerned with sexual matters, and
with toilet and taboo subjects which they enjoy discussing;
. the fear of harm is particularly strong in three to five year olds,

and their fantasies and play often involve "needles" and "doctors'
equipment”;

Research:

. Although children are generally accurate when they are interviewed by a
neutral experimenter who asks few leading questions, and when they are @

not given any motivation to produce distorted reports, there
occasionally a few children who do give bizarre or sexualised answers
some questions. For example, in the Saywitz et al. (1991) study of chitdrety
reports of their medical examinations, one child who never had a

exam falsely reported that the paediatrician had touched h s
and on further questioning claimed that it tickled and that

sed
a long stick... Thus young children occasionally make spontaneoys, stran
and unfounded allegations. However, as Goodman an % Teagues O

pointed out, many of these allegations can be uynderstond by sefisi

questioning the child and parents further. Ofte statisti
allegations reflect the child's source confusin jeties, < Aa
235201000000

conforming to parental s tion.
Supporting Research and Opiniofs @ @
e Wood Commission.
. Ms Fay PET
Childhoogd~i

. 1 @ and five are most open to suggestion, and are
% '\t ,. ental suggestion;
. nclusi @I\

"In @ of children, their suggestibility to leading questions,
nd their desire to please parents, interviewers or therapists with
%rs which they believe are wanted, must remain critical

ors. Irrespective of the fact that the leading or suggestive

Q
uestions may be put in good faith in an effort to learn the truth, the
: @ damage will have been done once the seeds of the idea have been

Proposition 42: Children are most ope§:®ge&%& are very

elopment at the Institute of Early
n behalf of the defendants that:

ission noted at page 684:

implanted in the child's mind."

Proposition 43: Well meaning but inappropriate involvement of parents
in passing on information can compromise an

investigation.

201Cec; and Bruck (1995) Jeopardy in the Courtroom extract from page 233:
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Supporting Research and Opinion :

T'he Wood Commission.

. After reviewing the case the Commission concluded that the investigation
was not adequate. The reasons for the Commission's conclusion included,
inter alia, the following:

aggravated by the well meaning but inappropriate involvement of
the parents in interviewing the children, and in passing on the
information each acquired;

. the inappropriate interview techniques used, including the ys
leading questions and the inadequate recording of those iftergié

o the multiple interviews by police and the ODPP, which was only @

’

Proposition 44: Children should not be interviewed or qu '&Qi eith
by police or parents, in the company ofo/& other.
QA

Supporting Research and Opinion : & &

The Wood Commission.
. After reviewing the case the Com 'sg'\%dude %né investigation

was not adequate. The reasons for O%rmm'ss' E(}/»ecmc sion included,

inter alia, the following:
i@ the C\S@ one another, both by
b

. the interview of

parents and police,

Proposition 45: Critical {E sh e given to significant
discrepancies in var

eréions given by children in

tlon c

fter r V1ew1 g e case the Commission concluded that the investigation \
was n uate The reasons for the Commission's conclusion included,
r ha e followmg

the absence of critical attention to the significant discrepancies in
the various versions given by the children;

4 Proposition 46: Counsellors ought not to be involved in the investigation
process, and where increasingly bizarre behaviour is
alleged the source of the information must be questioned.

Supporting Research and Opinion :

The Wood Commission.
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After reviewing the case the Commission concluded that the investigation

was not adequate. The reasons for the Commission's conclusion included,
inter alia, the following:

. the manner in which counsellors were involved, followed by the

"disclosure” of progressively bizarre behaviour including elements
of witchcraft;

Proposition 47: The police and prosecutors must be sufficiently objective
to appreciate if the evidence of the young children §

compromised.
Supporting Research and Opinion : @
The Wood Commission, @ @
. After reviewing the case the Commission concluded hat the’investigati
was not adequate. The reasons for the Comw lusioﬁi%
5

inter alia, the following:

. the failure of those involved ip rosecu
sufficiently early on the problemsef'p ing a

information provided by su

T focus

haséd solely on

g childre
Proposition 48: Sensational publicity can i %l anxiety and
compromise the iatio o ss allegations of

abuse.

: g the @ ommission concluded that the investigation
@ ot adequa ons for the Commission's conclusion included,
r‘ lia, the

the n@i nal publicity that was attracted to the case in part
enerated by the release of the untrue assertion that video tapes of

ual abuse of the children had been seized, which inevitably
i ased the anxiety of the parents and of the children;
ositi ée

prosecution must provide the defence with full and
y complete disclosure of all relevant matters, including

materials which indicate discrepancies or weaknesses in
the prosecution case and which reveal bizarre elements to

the allegations made.

Supporting Research and Opinion :

The Wood Commission,
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After reviewing the case the Commission concluded that the investigation

was not adequate. The reasons for the Commission's conclusion included,
inter alia, the following:

. the failure to serve the defence with the various materials which

revealed discrepancies and weakness in the prosecution case;

. Finally the Commission cautioned at page 686 against the:

. "recent tendency in the United States of prosecutors to suppress a
element of Satanism or ritual conduct which might emerge for foy
that it may discredit the prosecution.”

Proposition 50: Investigations of mass allegations of abuse q
out of control, it is imperative that the ' hon
these cases is strictly planned and con ol

Supporting Research and Opinion :
The Wood Commission. %
conclu

. After reviewing the case the Com investigation
was not adequate. The reasons fo ommj s cluswn included,
inter alia, the following:

conjunction with FACS
ly stage before the matter

ion cases need be aware of the
'%sdictions with mass allegation
is is not a new phenomena and to
e/all possible reasons for the allegations.

6 . e mission undertook an examination of allegations of "Satanic
2 ithalistic Abuse” ("SRA").2Z02 While accepting that there was no
reement as to what attracts the label of SRA, the Commission found that

these 'cases’ seemed to share the following:

sexual abuse;

multiple young victims;

multiple offenders;

mind controlling tactics;

bizarre or ritualistic behaviour; and

202 5ee pages 667 to 688, Exhibit 6.
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v im ad

. continuity of behaviour.

After reviewing the differences of opinion as to the veracity of such
allegations, the Commission asked, if the allegations are untrue, "why are
so many victims alleging things that do not seem to be true?" In response the
Commission sighted a series of possible alternative answers:

. pathological distortion - errors in processing reality influenced by
underlying mental disorders, such as dissociate disorders,
borderline or histrionic personality disorders, or psychosis, which
manifest themselves in false accounts of victimisation in order
gain psychological benefits such as attention and sympathy
{factitious disorder);

the development of pseudo memories, which 'victims' eyent
come to believe, through dreams, substance induced altere

consciousness, group influence, hypnosis and expos 1 ar
accounts through books, film or television, with Wh th subjec
identifies emotionally;

. traumatic memory - distortion of reality an g of e@
arising out of fear and severe trauma, whi be pa
elaborate defence mechanism; & %

. normal childhood fears and fantasy, in which’ chil escribe
their victimisation in terms of ev1 ey understa Rat is,
by reference to ghosts and monsters,

. misunderstanding, confusion - attrlb able ‘to:

- the problems young childre in g1v1 e’ accounts of
sexual activity for the hg 1tt1e frame of

;

reference;
- the use of drugs to i@ ycaus
- the introduction ts of % the occult or simple
@( 1 exploitat confound or intimidate

orto en are\ts rejection as nonsense if it is ever

have been the subject of discussion
professionals or law enforcement

cies; by the mass media because of their
1z T d atte t on \)Bmg nature;
esult o 0 e s interviewers, including family members,

1ca1 < c/t}tlo ers, therapists, social workers, law enforcement

mbination thereof, who may have been hyper

ade unfounded assumptions or misinterpreted the

¢én, and used leading questions, which result in the
\ct\ opting' the version repeated back to them;

. %}@t of overzealous parents who have heard of allegations of
'SR&that may possibly involve their own children, then

uriwittingly contaminated their children's minds when asking them

questions about the allegations; and

recovered memory - for some adults, the emergence of a previously

unrecalled memory of child sexual abuse, particularly of a bizarre

and serious kind, may provide a welcome explanation for the

problems that led them to seeking counselling and may be seen by

them and their therapist as a first step towards recovery. For

others there may be quite different advantages in a recovered

memory or disclosure of SRA, including;:

- the use to which it can be put in a custody dispute;

- the possibility of receiving victim's compensation; and

- the possibility of being awarded civil damages.
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Proposition 52: The reference to 'lists" of indicators of "signs" or
"symptoms'" of abuse is risky. Such "lists" are capable of

being misused in the hands of inexperienced persons.

Supporting Research and Opinion :

The Wood Commission. @

. The Commission referred to a catalogue of 'Indicators and Effects'
published in New South Wales for the use of "those wor
organisations and agencies who provide counselling and / or su

and adult survivors of ritual abuse." The Commission sta e 674
that:
. "such lists of signs or symptoms can very q X‘e mis
the hands of the inexperienced or mexpe t1c1an
place too much reliance on them or i er p pOSSl
for the indicators listed. At best t ey a 11m1ted
diagnostic tools."
Proposition 53: In mass allegation case secuti hould only be

initiated if the prosecuti

possibility off "/

contamination of re of past events.

{tate

after a t ous check on the manner in which disclosure was
made, an ry is recovered, contamination can be excluded;

at lea credible corroborative evidence is available;

the "vic is kept away from SRA support groups at least until
e initial assessment of whether or not to prosecute is made, and
ably the witness' evidence has been recorded; and

ents are properly supported, kept informed of the progress of the
ase, and firmly persuaded to stay out of the investigate process
themselves.

v . he Wood Commission report advises that it is necessary that (page 685):

. “in multiple victim cases, search for any sources of potential
contamination and evaluation of whether the apparently consistent
accounts victims give reflect their common experiences, or
alternatively, reflect material in public circulation”

Grand Jury in Dale Akiki Case

. The Report of the Grand Jury in the Dale Akiki Case reported that:
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. It is inherently dangerous to prosecute in multi victim cases where
(1) there is almost no physical evidence in support and (2) where

disclosures came about in suspicious circumstances (giving rise to
contamination concerns).

Proposition 54: The investigator in a mass allegation case must be aware
that the actual incidence of mass abuse cases is minimal,

and that the main contamination is the main source of

such abuse allegations being made. \

Supporting Research and Opinion ;

Grand Jury in Dale Akiki Case @

L The Report of the Grand Jury in San Diego reported that: A

. That there was no evidence of multi victin@ég Ritual Abuseir
the San Diego County despite the fact that the San % ounty

Commissioner for Children and Youth. had formed iple
victim/ multiple perpetrator Rit ask Force
J The Grand Jury cited at page 16 (as doest od Co ion) Mr Kenneth

Lanning, Supervisory Special Agen ioura} Sl nit of the FBL,
Quantico: ~—

] "At another nationa ild” sexua @%@erenca the author
witnesses mo attende opying down the widely
disseminate ptom acterising Satanic Ritual Abuse in
Prescho dren!. @year old child's preoccupation

indication of satanic ritual abuse or part of
ihtérvenors uncover ritualistic abuse

no do lopment? i
be{%}e/ hav “h% o identify it or because it has become a
£ illing hecy?'
. onimsas
er’ahd Gpoé;n /fahded by the National Center of Child Abuse and

Neglect repor‘k%f/;p? el7:

! tively few clinicians encountered cases of ritualistic or
ligiotds related child abuse ..during the decade of the 1980’s
her reported by children or adult survivors ... A very small

@ é) roportion of clinicians each claiming to have treated scores of
- cases, accounted for most of the reports of ritualistic child abuse.”

/ roposition 55: It must not be assumed that a clinician trained in best

practice interviewing technique actually complied with
the best practice guidelines in their interactions with
children.

Supporting Research and Opinion :
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Grand Jury in Dale Akiki Case
. The Report of the Grand Jury in San Diego held that:
. That therapists at the Children's Hospital at San Diego,
California despite attending video training sessions proceeded to

blatantly disregard the contents of the training when it came to
working with the children in a clinical setting. The San Diego

Centre for Child Protection was the subject of significant criticism. @

Proposition 56: Questioning that contains the social influence elenfen

present in the McMartin case produce moxxg:%

allegations than suggestive interviewing alon@

Supporting Research and Opinion : @

. Wood et al (1997) identified six problematic technigues in t

interviews. The techniques: suggestive questioning, other’ pe social
influence (X told me that this ha %‘%}k positiv a@é gative
consequences; repeated questioning w it indicates pr viods answer

was unacceptable and inviting spec \)

o In the Garven, Wood, Malpa@
the effect of social influ re

w stud) eréscarchers considered

e infor children's immediate
reports of events. T othésised aNh ix techniques from the
McMartin case wou i effective iciting false allegations of
wrongdoing from at is, Where a combination of social influence

techniques wer

his w ‘ﬂ% roduce more false allegations than
ning afo used. The children tested ranged in
rs. Th rch’reveals that "the techniques in the
social in ive om the McMartin Preschool case, elicited

subs% ore fdlse sgations from children than did simple
> .

suggesh estio ically, allegation... were over three times more
@}1 in th incentive condition than the suggestive control
cendition (58% ﬁk\ . Age had only a marginal association with the
i ct: Chilﬁﬁ@}ﬁ)l ages made substantially more allegations in the
social incenti ondition. .We conclude that even a short dose of
>reinfor ment.and social influence techniques can have a strong, immediate
im or%};ldren's accuracy. ... The second noteworthy finding of the
dy is that children exposed to reinforcement and social influence

T
@ chriiques became more acquiescent as the interview proceeded... this
~ indjirg suggests that such interviewing techniques can have a cumulative
ct, making children more complaint to suggestion as the interview

LV
proceeds. 204

203Garven, S, Wood, JM., Malpass, R.S., and Shaw, J.S. III (1998) More Than Suggestion;
The Effect of Interviewing Techniques From the McMartin Preschool Case, Journal of
Applied Psychology 1998, Vol 83, No 3. 347-359.
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