122. The extract states:

WHAT THERAPISTS ARE SEEING

Ms Irwin believes that treatment centres like the Meadows will see a
substantial increase in ritual abuse survivors as it becomes safer to talk about the
abuse in Twelve Step meetings, in therapy, and in treatment. Like other counsellors TN
interviewed for this book, she sees parallels between this growing awareness of{ (T

O
traumatic ritual abuse, especially satanic abuse, and the recent evolution of incest, / \/)
sexual abuse awareness.

/
| | NN
Working with Children Exposed to Ritual Abuse AN

Pamela S. Hudson, LCSW, is a child therapist with a /c iy\ \mental \
health outpatient department in California and author of the boak *R1tu§1 Ch]ld\/
Abuse: Discovery, Diagnosis and Treatment Ms Hudson hag’ s trazmn >
sessions for professionals on child abuse in the United Stutes,di n‘:md Cava

Ms Hudson first began to identify the symptoms of sitazic \ritual .dbuse in
several children who had be%en referred to her at a couﬂ%mealth\%e@\m/
early 1985. What was to follow was a most frightening phenomenon,\th(oughout
the remainder of 1985 and into 1986, twenty-fou %an all from tlg/émﬁe day-

care center, all exhibiting many of the same s tan tual ab mpiﬁms were
brought to her by concerned parents. What

a e amgzy at the cases
came to her individually, without parents ﬁ\ﬁaﬂgg talkm% &meﬂ‘? emselves.

Common symptoms seen amon h&se /hxldren phobic reactions
about water; extreme anxiety about bﬁ’{@ <1q/zn bed{gg/é‘&%- ¢ to the bathroom,
eating certain types of food. In addzf{ , jspme ¢ 'ldvenv/g\'j}}' ited such behaviours
as using needles, pens, and othga/sh jects fo p eyes out of people in

magazine photographs. And eO the twe ur children, many of them
under the age of ten, consi f\@tur urbate and have sex with other

children or animals.
50 werE\ erzencmg frequent night terrors, night

Most of the i -IEKQ
sweats, and extraordin nxzety on’\\th@r {gvels. For example, eighteen out of the
twenty-four felt %\%\reme aratw\?x\ty if the mother was out of sight even for

a short tlme

work Rt/ clﬁldren, Ms Hudson reported the cases to the
county s hzl Prote&tt rvzces (The names of the day -care center and the

ment center hie b omztted at Ms Hudson's request, to avoid legal or
othm\nk \&

B 39"
N\“,\» : ‘\\>/
123 It is subm1tted that the Police Photographs now demonstrate that
v/ d1sc/0urse /m relation to Ms HUDSON and satanic ritual abuse was
%’ mdespread Ms ¢ is the mother of

one of the children put forward
during the Civic Créche Enquiry. Ms was at a
meeting of parents in July 1992 where ritual abuse was discussed. Ms

¢ stated at pages 19 to 21 of her Depositions Statement:
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"In about July of 1992 I became aware from listening to md from talking
to other parents who had children at the Créche that some of the children
had been the victims of bizarre physical and sexual abuse committed by the
defendant, ELLIS, and other people.

Because we were frustrated at what we saw as Police reluctance to

investigate these issues further, 1 decided to collate all the information
that was available.

T

I did this in order to document what was known about these incidents to (\\\‘>

show to the Police. % \ N
\, \ RN

I attended a meeting with other parents in relation to this mformgtzon 3 ’

This meeting was attended by Detectives EADE and NICHOLL. O Q’ \}

I had the documented information with me at that meeting, flﬂxough\ ‘they Q\

had not seen it. Q4 3
\ L// s \—(2/

From the meeting I learned that the enquiry was goin be widened t@ftak

this information into account. Detective EADE adms \not to & nd\

the information so I left for the parents to take\g,s’\theyngshed

e
I don’t know which parents took the mfa{/\&pn. Present(a\? that> meeting
were

124.  The Inquiry is also referred to eV ousl sed document
headed "Civic Creche Enqain 2 August 1998137
where at pages 2 and 3 @v rded as stating:

"[Blacked-out] @a@mve bee @literature on ritualistic abuse and

this 1s a co &

[Blacke% esmb@g use and other teachers being present...

mr )nteruz(ez;yﬂu{\aﬂanged for [blacked-out] yesterday but when
tliey )r ived the had a book with her regarding ritualistic abuse.
\ of our ¢ o n he interview did not take place. Colin has read
‘\\@ e of the lg some things are similar to what [blacked-out] has
< \\dlSClOS It is ‘possible that his parents have been shaping his answers for

) him..." \\/>
/\\%> A\v\

: O
d/ /2//x >
/5 4
/ £

137 gee annexure 'C' to the Affidavit of Robert Andrew Harrison dated 12 November 1998.
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OVERVIEW OF THE INTERVIEWS AND THEIR FAILURE TO
MEET BEST PRACTICE

Introductory Remarks

N

125. The specialist interviews were carried out over a ten month period [ ( ‘\\ )
commencing on the 25th of November 1991 when the original chﬂd \\j
"complainant”, 3 1/2 year old was mterv1ewed o
and made no disclosure of sexual abuse by Peter Ellis.C
mother, had claimed her son had said he "hat@ Peter's < N
black penis was interviewed a second tlme\%hﬁ) \thza 4th /df\ /C\>
December 1991 and again made no disclosure. e \theri fol owgd) /
in that December month at least three ofhe N erwews with
children, including (a child wh@ was to

be a complainant at the trial), noneCof “which rodu;:éd any
complaint of sexual abuse. §

interviewer Sidey conduct

ervi CQI h~
had/not been a : child at)the Creche but whose

126. The interviews recomfnencem‘afé) 30th’o ary 1992 when

brother, had bee(;t; had/ béengnterwewed in December at
his mother's \re\}est. was a
member of thg {s\u ort group and a member of the
Creche M a ement rmmttee alleged

indece %chmg by en she has gone with her mother to
the Crec\he 0 co %\gbrothers She alleged Ellis was on stilts at
tﬁ\ he touchgc/l/\her and she was playing the xylophone near
the Creche \OI' It was on this charge that Ellis was arrested, albeit
/\\Qhat the cﬁarge “does not appear to have been one sustained as far as
,(\) | even,. op cjs}iﬁons.
g// , % /< //\ /\) v

/127. Thereafter the interviewers conducted over the next nine or ten
months some 118/120 interviews. The interviews were all carried
out by either Ms Sidey, Ms Morgan or Ms Crawford. The monitor,
who acted as observer and conveyer of extra questions, was usually
one of the three interviewers or Detective Colin Eade. In this case, of

the six conviction children, Detective Eade was the monitor in 10 of
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128.

129.

130.

the 21 video interviews, and in the case of he was the
monitor in 5 out of 6 interviews.

Both the actual interviews and the procedure were seriously flawed
and minimum acceptable standards were not met. The failures of
the interviewers to meet these standards materially contributed to

the contamination of the children's evidence. (’

TN
\

\)
J

—

K

((;

N
These submissions refer with particularity to the six conwcu /nk/
children, but the flaws that are demonstrated by these casesQeﬂect\ ;
pattern of unacceptable performance and procedure that\pergaded Q.
the whole investigation. The fact that these par C&Lai'»efuldren‘&\/ O

cases managed to result in guilty verdicts by the j it 1&‘3ubrmtt’ed

owes much to the parental involvement / / fo 2 \ané//
informal support groups and their commltmen to pmve the
children had been abused by cross- ex them en/\ £ in a
way known to be suggestwe to child en is age

The failures of the mtemewf\c to @%ﬁmdards may be

summarised as follows.

(@)  Repeated inte e\> ére co cted with children. Of the six

conviction Qﬁ\a /&%
S mte times;

~/7,
was klnteme/wed 5 times;

’ w/\ihtepnewed 3 times;
¢ wz/inferviewed 3 times;

\/\@/hd . was interviewed 3 times;

«;\ \> <N

/\\Q\ a child in relation to whom convictions

/\v<ere “originally entered, was interviewed 3 times. She later
w&drew her allegations claiming that she had lied because
tHat was what she thought her mother had wanted. The
Court of Appeal overturned the convictions relating to
but expréssed its doubts as to whether this was a

genuine recantation, a view based somewhat on the
interviewer's own suspicions. Given that it is generally
accepted by experts that it is impossible to know whether a
recantation is genuine, such a position is hard to justify.
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(b)

(0

(d)

(e)

Likewise the decision to have a Barrister interview
rather than a trained interviewer is difficult to understand.

remains consistent in her recantation after six years.

There was no exploration during the professional interviews

of how the first disclosure came to be made to the parent. It

was of note that had the interviewers ascertained such, / Q
information thev would have found that at least

and . had made positive comments abouﬁ\Elhs7
when first questioned about activities at the Creche < They
would have learnt that five of the six 1mt1aL ade no
allegation of abuse. They would also have (foil that (}}
"disclosures” obtained by parents were o after/
most outrageous leading and suggest/ry\ q aced/

with a significant helping of social mﬂuence Thls
NN
information could have been o ne by c@:{e@ng the

original statements given by /@ %

The interviewers cond emte m a position of

presumed knowledg: @ the cduld disclose;

O

The intervie not@kctive and did not maintain a
A O
neutral stafnce] \

Ay

The\\\j{%}vfewers (ﬁéfed the interviews as confirmatory
xer sesv/ AN
%

(ﬂ\The interviéwers failed to ensure the monitor did not engage

A

\\
D),

\\v”)
</

(h)

(i)

in con\versatlon with the child before interview;
N \
JREMANN

e gnomtor was often Detective Eade, the investigator, who

,v)wgs "undoubtedly an authority figure with the potential for
‘considerable influence over the children;

The interviewers failed to discourage parents from
questioning their children;

The interviewers contributed to the hyping up of the
situation both by their activities in participating in the 2nd
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<
Y

(j) Children were permitted to bring prepared books and
materials into the interview including material that parents

had assisted in creating after repeated suggestive questioningi (: /;\\\)

SN
(k)  The degree of Source Monitoring during the 1nterv1ews\wa%; y
almost non-existent; D
AN
(1)  All of the children were prompted with dire c\ty\\sg/ggesﬁvef\\i@>
leading and multiple choice questions to elj ¢ etail; <//\\
& N
AN N
(m) The detail provided by the child was \rarely Challeg/gé?& N
@ A
(n) The interviewers themselves fesarte ﬁsg of social
influence to extract dlsclosur% @
(0) The interviewers pe tted-exten: @ ts of free play to

take place even the sclosu@ being elicited was of

horrendous use /(% deed such abuse was real).

The intervi k&é cory &CS% d¥in a play like atmosphere.
Q« ve d the children's ability to
ﬁct fr / \\n real from imagined.

(p) terv1 @ ed to challenge any of the bizarre fanciful
\abcounts er they were reaffirming of the child's

\)allegatl

Q

NN

I3

(r)

December 1991 meeting and the Knox Hall meeting and by

their relaying the details of the children's allegations to
parents;

N

( (\‘\) q) /\Tk\e {nterwewers permitted the use of anatomical dolls, dolls,
=/

to}s free hand drawing, body part diagrams, regardless of any
Compelhno need for use of the same;

The interviewers failed to ascertain the previous sexual
knowledge of the children, including previous familiarity
with anatomical dolls later discovered to be play items at the
Creche;
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(s)

satisfy the interview. In her first interview, asked
9 times for the interview to stop, and in her second interview/ ( \\
she asked 8 times for it to be stopped; \
’\\\(/ b
(t) There was no exploration of potential contaminati Qf/)/t/he
children's accounts; U/Ci\\\Q
})
AN \//>>
(u)  The interviews failed to put an alternatlvev othes1s tg/ ’&}1
children; ¢ / </
(v)  The interviewers perpetuated th nising g:'lhs
(w)  The failure of the 1nterv1e xplo dlscrepanaes
between accounts by the et 1d g}/\fﬁerent interviews;
% >
WO
O
\»\\/ &

The interviewers were not restricted to one hour in length
and were at times carried on when the child expressed
tiredness and the desire for the process to stop, there being a
perception in some instances that children were not allowed
to leave until they had provided enough information to
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