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THE EVIDENCE OF INTERVIEWING AND
CONTAMINATION

A.  INTRODUCTION

1. was born 11 August 1986. @ &
2. attended the Christchurch Civic Creche from> Bﬂ\t@

Prik 19
July 1991. Her friends at the Creche were

| A AT
3. Parents: and @arian and
Teacher). /\<§>>\/

4. At trial four counts related t§
on all four:

eing found guilty

in that he touched the
pat's vaginal area with his penis at the

@% o assault in that he touched the
plainant's anal area with his penis at the
revche;

@Vo& ecent assault in that he took the child to an

tunknown address where an unknown man put
his penis on her vagina.

}@ énces were alleged to have occurred between 1 May 1989
A :

//a July 1991.

is referred to as Child H in the Court of Appeal Judgment and
Q sometimes referred to as Child 10 in the depositions.

7. The video-recorded interviews:

DATE INTERVIEWER | MONITOR JURY SHOWN?
27 February 1992 | Susan Sidey Colin Eade Yes

28 February 1992 | Susan Sidey Colin Eade Yes

1 source: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, at page 500
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18 March 1992 Susan Sidey Colin Eade Yes
27 March 1992 Susan Sidey Colin Eade Yes
28 October 1992 | Susan Sidey Cathy Crawford |No
29 October 1992 | Susan Sidey Colin Eade No
8. was aged 5 years 6 months at the time of the first and second

interviews, 5 years 7 months at the time of the third and fourth

interviews, and 6 years and 1 month at the time of the fifth and
sixth interviews.

B. PARENTAL CONTAMINATION &
ir pﬁ@
e
2 by o

9. . in November 1991 was one o
become aware of the allegations against Peter
concerning her son

had been friends for about 10 >gnd N5 ontact
during the period of the inquiry2 A } v@) onger at
the Creche, ve/x@s\\g 1 meeting

"primarily to support 3 PN remained in
contact with and i ing this pre-disclosure
period#: ~

ted e! because of my being on the commitiee
out and she was
some indicators of sexual abuse.

t she did not attend a support meeting
cember 1991 parent's meeting, she knew

‘ & ing who had concerns, including 5.

accepted that prior to _  first disclosure she
her two or three times over a period of three

12

- s outlined this initial questioning of - in a statement
{4he Mhade to the Police on 21 April 19927 and in her earlier Police

@ tement of 19 February 1992.8

2 Source: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, page 507

3Source: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 194

4 Source: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 194

5 Source: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, pages 539 to 540

6 Source: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 196

7 Source: In " original statement to the Police dated 21 April 1992, pages 1 to 3

she stated: "I went along to [the first meeting in November 1991] knowing what
had told his mother about Peter ELLIS...If I hadn't have known what had
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13. At Depositions ~ ~ stated that it was another parent who
told her that "Peter used to rub their bottoms too hard"®. When
asked whether she thought that she had been ignoring the advice

that she had been given not to ask about Mr Ellis,
replied?0:

“at that point i was becoming more concerned, still not greatly
concerned but concerned enough to ask a question so yes i did
ignore it.”

THE "EXPERIMENT" &
14. By February 1992 was becoming m NSAM
the possibility that her daughter may have sed b T
Ellis. At trial : indicated that it was in“Pebruaryx thet her

- . with her 7 month old son 7, as also a
complainant at trial and was one - w m she saw
outside of Creche and had been <£1> ' e on average
once a week up to the deposm“q\\ 'ng.fl‘(\}\kowl g consultation

with and conducted

an experiment on - w pre “6f her own daughter,
1z \
TN

Yehaviour that caused you concern?
ad s off one day she came up and was
hen go and discuss that with

happened to /W id I would have come away really frustrated. I
think that afte o\xl e nex t started talking to I didn’t make notes of
y. 1 can remember the conversation. 1 just said to
t e creche?” She said, "Yes”. I said, "Who did you used
wo friends. Then I said, “Who did you used to like who
listed basically everybody. She listed Marie, Debbie, Gaye
/¢ if there was anyone she didn’t like who used to look after her.
asked her if she liked Peter. She said, "No not really”. Then I
when she was on her own with him if he ever tried to touch her.
er face when she was on the bars. 1 didn’t ask her anything more.
imé after the meeting, December or January. Then I can't remember who told
eNsijd that Peter used to rub their bottom too hard. I asked her, "Did Peter ever
o the toilet?” and she said, "No”. I knew she was lying. I had been there at the
bast once and Peter had come out from the toilet with 50 I knew what she
1@ id wasn't true. It worried me that she was not telling me the truth and 1 wanted to
know why.”
8 Source: In s original statement to the Police dated 19 February 1992 she stated:
"] asked her if Peter had touched her in the toilet. She said no but he used to wipe my
bottom too hard. She said also that he used to shut the door, the main door. She is very non-
commital about him. She didn't say whether she liked him or didn’t like him.”

9 Source: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, page 515

10 squrce: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, page 515
11 5ource: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 196 to 197
12 5ource: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 196 to 197
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35 ? It actually came up quite
casually in conversn. At the time when it happened with I
was concerned but I didn't put it down specifically to an indicator of
sexual abuse and both . had more

experience in that area than I have and they suggested to me it may
have been an indicator, that is sometimes what children will do
when they have been sexually abused. Did you then on a second
occasion after discussing it with

5 place your child before on a seco
what she would do? During that time I contacted
Sidey and talked to them about what I observ
time to come round and talk to me and get a

10 nature so for that reason it did ha
able to observe her quite speciﬁcdl'fﬁlﬁs\'

your son? The second time, m minute, its hard t

know, it wasn't very lon #4515 a
15.  During the first incident " : kiss _ on the
mouth ' quzte passzonately ﬁ‘ not want to

kiss her in that way.13

16. observed
her mother, "m

ed talking about Peter Ellis did you keep reassuring
Wuse a safe place for her to be? I certainly did. You also
ey directly about incidents that Peter Ellis may have
on her? I found after her first reaction to my first direct
jHat she responded very well to that, it seemed an easy way for

18. jal accepted that around 20 February 1992 she asked

er daughter if Appellant had ever touched her in the toilets, if Mr

is had touched her vagina, touched her with his penis, if his

@penis was lying down or sticking out and demonstrated it with her
arm.16

13 source: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, page 505 to 506
1456urce: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, page 506

15 Source: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 197 to 198

16 source: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 198
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19. also stated that = told her that "stuff came out of
Peter's penis."l” However, this was contradicted by - at trial:18

“Can you remember the first night you talked to your Mum about
Peter?”

" Yes.”

" Just before you started telling your Mum about Peter your Mum
asked you a few questions is that right?”
“Yes she did.”

“She asked you if Peter had ever touched you in the toilets?”

"Yes that is true.”
"Did she also ask if Peter had ever touched you on walks?” &

"What did you say.”

penis in the toilets?”
“Yes I can remember that.”
"And can you remember your Mum aski j

touched your vagina?”

"Yes I can.”

"Can you remember your Mum A4
with his penis?”
"Yes I can.”

"Can you remember i
pents when you toygehed

> Qi QX ©» OXOR0> Q>

20. The information whi
provided by

mtters to her you had heard from someone
sonversation with that has told her Mum
s\$aken_hep mto the toilets and

penis. You were specific with yr child as to what
as? Yes. Where had you received that informn?
told me, she had heard it from mother.”

ircumstances that surrounded ) first
were recorded in . statement to the

aurcezNotes of Evidence at Trial, page 198
r e: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 185
*Sedrce: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 199

1

20 source: original statement to the Police dated 21 April 1992, pages 5 to 8 "I
had my doubts so the more I had heard the more I was worried. 1 had talked to
before 1 spoke further to rang

me up specifically because | had been on the management committee. She told me that a
girl had disclosed. She said that another girl had made a clear disclosure, she didn't say
what. That would have been the first I heard it being girls. That would have been after |

talked to you and a couple of days before I talked to At that point 1 had strong
suspicions that something had happened but I didn't know what to do. Then on the_
Thursday night 1 got a phone call from She told me that

e
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assured =~ that she

belie l her disclosures?1:

"From when your daughter first started disclosing did you keep reassuring
er you believed what she was saying to you? I felt it was the most
gmprtant thing I could do for her, she was saying some very frightening
scary things and she needed to check to see if she was being Sbelieved and

eassured
23. abandoned earlier in the inquiry t , @
receiv«ld not to directly question her daughter, . ga '
(@ A
had said that I{Eter had taken ’ @ the is\and shown
them his penis. v

_ was in bed but not asleep so I 4
that. I knew that in terms of what you and Sue hag

"Do you remember this?” She said, "Yes, he Showed\s q‘: n’\f\@ch it". I asked her if
A e Pe i N w(

y hand, sticking out or
ixking Out. Then she just said
% zd, "He said it was a cup”.

. I asked her, "Did you have to drigk fre o ATy sy yucky stuff came out of it". I
made notes straight after. I just gg 4 yyst wrote it all down. My notes are
word for word. 1 have a good pe it T he said he used to put water from a
hose into a cup and then st ¢ us drink it. She said, "I didn't like

it". I asked her if she g
had seen Peter’s penis gnd to worry and to go home and tell her parents.
$ She said, "Yes". I asked, "When?” She said,

sand at the creche?” I said, "Yes”. She said,

any ofier time?” She said, "Yes when I went to the toilet”. I
.' I gave her a cuddle then. While I was doing that she
ridsy/l asked her what the words were. She hesitated and I said

5 gllowed to say these adult words this once. She said they were
p6id used to sniff his bottom. When she said that she went
ny and said, "I was really scared to say that”. I said that I was
d—afid that she was really brave. She also said, "He hit and then
I said, "Did he ever hit you?” She said, "Yes he hit me in the tree
ana went and told Debbie but Debbie couldn’t do anything because

Peteras still there”. Then 1 said, "Where did all this happen?” She said, "In the toilets
@\ es in the tree house”. When she had told me about being in the park with Peter

she said that a little girl got lost. She said that Marie had to come and find her. I
hatt-asked her if she knew who the wee girl was and she said she couldn’t remember. Then
this night she just said to me, "Mummy 1 was the little girl who was lost in the park” and
that she was with She said that she had been playing hide and seek with Peter and
that he had just run away with the other kids and left them and that he was laughing as
he went away. After that night I contacted you the next morning to arrange for > be
interviewed. She was interviewed twice by Sue SIDEY. Before the first interview and after
she would say things to me that things had happened. For the first couple of days 1 did ask
her questions and if she did say something and I wanted to know more I would question her
about it. 1 made notes of these conversations.”

21 source: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 198

7. VOLUME 4



tollowing response in relation to a question concerning her direct
questioning of her daughter?2:

g was it not quite contrary to the advice youd been given by sue
sidey to ask specifically abt peter
a well yes it was. i made a decision at that point, not t so much
at that point it came later, but ive always been v. upfront with my
10 daughter. shes used to being talked to in a way where she knows
what im getting at immed, i dont pussyofoot around and nerther does

she. 1 think Is becoming quite anxious abt questions that she
didnt know where they were going or what they meant.”ﬁ
AN
24.  Three days after initial "disclosure”, . gont &
her questioning of this is recorded in original

notes dated 23 February, at pages 7 to 823; <§%

25.  During the course of her questioning o S,
introduced various other & tion
took  to various addres i\ vas /alleged that

Peter Ellis had abused creche children. oy &% in June or July
199Zi together wit ‘ Jast 404
Hereford Street, the address\aky he Yrosezution were later to
allege abuse took placﬁ/\ aleo) walked  past the
Masonic Lodge and ask gnised the address.

. had earlie ed i _ that at least
one other child d gb

26. It is also cl own notes that she continued to

directly } oughout the following months. For
example or i inuing questioning of _ in her notes
)\ dat n 16 A 6 May 199226:

N S\
oM@

22 %ur@?\{\;fgddence at Depositions, at page 513
= 1

drtes original notes, at pages 7 to 8, dated 23 February record:"] asked if
PettSeter Yoliched her with his penis. She said yes, I asked where and she said on her
A asked 1f it hurt - she said yes. I said how much and she indicated with her hands
% intich. She then said she was really scared about saying that and sat on my lap for a
yiddle. I asked her about the Park said they went to the Gardens, Hagley Park and once he
took her‘ to Be}verley Park on her own, she was frightened but then Debbie and Marie
arrived and it was O.K. He said he wanted this to take a long time I wanted it to be quick. I
then asked her |if stuff came out of his penis when he was touching her. Yes. Where did he
put the stuff. In my mouth. So it was like when you had to suck his penis. No. It went in my
vagina, then into my tummy and out of my mouth. I was sick and had a sore tummy.”
24 5ource: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 199

2550urce: Notes of Evidence at Trial, page 199

26 Source: ‘ original notes, at page 21, dated between 16 April to 6 May record:
"Did you ever }mve a bath with Peter Yes. Who was with you |
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27. Again, it is recorded in notes dated 9 June 1092 that she
continued to question see for example page 25 of ~ =
notes.2’

28. | Priof to the inquiry it is clear that ~ had some knowledge of the
malI anatomy. For example, - noted at the depositions

hearing that =~ had had baths with her father and seen him
out clothes on?8:

“...am I able to recall an occasion when I was in bed with husband an
Wt mornings she would come into bed for a cuddle and talk gng
| between us this particular morning she came in and
| of bed screaming daddy has a penis daddy has a p
i and I Imm got out of bed to comfort her and I s
| very safe um, I can’t remember much more but
| into bed and was quite happy that was ng

i her father’s penis, she was at the time abdu
| had baths with her father and had see ﬁ
29. o Hhou
had te c
4
%
!
!
i he book and repeat no don’t touch me
Jf tke that. When we were using that
| fi/period of time we would talk about good
he was little though so we didn’t go into it a
30.

v < own notes that she, on at least one
%e;/ ~ when she was reading such a book30:

original notes, at page 25, dated 9 June record: "Did Peter ever take

ce: Notes of Evidence at Depositions, at page 502

otrce: Notes of Evidence at Trial, at page 198 to 199

30 Source: original notes, at pages 37 to 38, dated 9 August record: “Talked to
her about being difficult to tell on people who are sometimes nice. How children have said
things and theit mums didn’t go mad. Read the Touching Book. That night was looking
at the Touching Book. She started talking about one of the pictures. This one has breast like
Marie she said; I asked which one had breasts like Gaye - she pointed to a wee girl and
said Gaye hardly had any breasts at all. I said so Gaye and Marie had no clothes on? - Yes,
Peter made thefn take their clothes off. They were scared of Peter. When they had their

clothes o}f did 'hey do anything? - Yes, they touched me. They didn't want to. Peter made
them. Marie told Peter not to touch me.”
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31. At depositions hearing accepted that she was
suggesting that Marie and Gaye, a: _ described them in the book,
had né clothes on31:

“q. Your question was - I said so Gaye and Marie had no clothes on.
a. yes, that's right. The particular picture in the book,
pictures of men having a shower and of women having a shower. They
had not clothes on and that is what _ was talking about.
35 q. You were sugg. that Gaye and Marie as she described them in the
book had no clothes on.

a. yes. Yes.
C, SHARING OF INFORMATION &

32.  Not only had . received informati 0 <\ DAar
‘33 . from December 1991, but from rua 19\3325

i herself began to disseminate inf(@mon to o erits.

@

nded an

33.  Withirj days of first "disclosqre’
i nt included

al parent's support group prpeingy Parefits!

\groJ};had asked
g Eade advised that
emselves as to what

yt) advice from Det Eade
prly stage that if we were going to get

ded support, I also decided that court
Sy family, our priority was trying to help

responded:33

u choose to ignore that advice [not to share information amongst

, immediately informed . of _ spedific
allegatjons that related to " daughter.34

of Evidence at Depositions, at page 531
32 source: Note of Evidence at Trial, page 195 and Depositions, at page 551 to 552
of Evidence at Trial, page 195

33 Source: Note «
34source: Noteslof Evidence at Trial, page 195
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