
. qt. Jr.rsrr(rE

PO Box 12 603
WELLINGTON

refer lo your etter oi 30 November 2007 to lhe Minister of JuslLce Hon
Annetle King regard ng Mr Peter Elis's case. Your letler ncoded a series or
qoesiions, whch lo the extent lhal they re aled lo ofcal iniormation, were
transfered to ihe Ministry oi JLslce for response under lhe Offcal
nformal on Aci i982 (the Acl) on 18 Oecember 2007

have snce exlended the iimel.ame under the Aci lor response lo lhis
requesi unlil 29 Febtuary 2008.

q.!cslig!9

Some ot lhe queslons you have asked (1, 7. 8, I, 10, 13. 14, 15 and 16) ar€
reqlests for commenls on matters realrng lo Mr PelerEl ss case

As the Office of lhe ombudsmen has prevDusiy expa ned, a governmem
depadmenl s nol oblged lo creale new nformation or prcvide opnons in
orderto respond to a requesl

Qlestions to which can provido answers are sel oLl below

2. ln what way and to ||hat enent did Sn Ihonas Eichelbaum canttibute
la the fomulaton al the Minisbnal hquiry's tens at referencE?

3 ln whal way and to what ettent did lhe Justice Minislry contibute ta the
latnulatlan of the Mihistenal hquiry s terns al reference)

S. Thomas was consllled on lhe draft lerms of reierence prepared bv
M n stry ol Justice ofc als.

M n stry of Juslce oiicials prepared the lerms ot reference lor ihe nqury In
doing so off cia s consu ted wilh s r Thomas Eiche baum



Ofiicials advsed then Minister of Josl ce Hon Phi Gofi. in a b.ienng regard ng
options lor an inq!ry in March 2000. ihai about sx e4eds could be
appoinled to assisi ihe Inqu ry. Cabnel slbsequenlly agreed to one of the
opiions canvassed in this brefnq and M nrsler Gofi announced lhal at easi
two experts wo! d be appo nled. I nole that the brenng to M n ster Gofi daled
1 March 2000 has prevo!sly been released io you underthe Act

5.

Did otliciats advise Sn fhomas lo select noe lhah two erpeds?

How tlrl ot'ticials cone to lhe .onclusion that about slx expens

6 Did alficials advise Str Thonas la subiect the aptnions ot the expen
advisors ta peer rcvlew?

1 1 What etactly did ofnci1ls lel Sn fhanas abaut Dr Sas?

Sn Thomas Erch€lbalm reqlested that the Mlnistry provide hm wfh
assslance in dentiryrg suitabe experls to assisl wilh this Inquiry.
Accordingly. the Minslry provded Str Thomas wth published matera!,
cLrcuum vtae and conlac lde la is  o f  severa in lernat iona expens,  inc ludng
lhose nominated by the people wih whom Sr Thomas was requ red lo
consut Dr Sas was tlst one of these experts S rThomas lhen cons! ted wilh
Dr Lyon, an Amencan pofessorwho was tam liarwith the wo and reputalon
of many of those being consdered. Folowing th s consullalon. Sir Thomas
se ecred lhe two experls to assisl hm n the lnqurry

A lle note dated 13 June 2000 rega.ding a meeting between Sn
Thomas Eichelbaum. Val S m and MichaeL Pelherck:

An ance co wnilen by Louise Sas tilied Childten and the Couns tn
Canada which ofi c a s prov ded b Sn Thomas;

Ar .dce wrtren bV Louise Sastred Enpoweing Child Vftnesses tal
SexualAbuse Prcseculionwhich off c a s prov ded lo S r Thomas; and

A selecred BLb ogr:phy of Louse Sas.

these docLfrenls are released lo you underlhe Act

12 Did otlicials advise * fhanas lhat Dr Sas seiectian cautd ihpacl
negativety an lhe crcdibilily af hts lnquiry?



17. Are you cancemed thal MtnBtry al Justi@ oflicials appear Io have
lost a nunber of inpotlant and sensitive docunenls penaining to
the Peter EIis case?

Yo! allege n your letler to the M n ster that M n stry of Justice otficia s appear
lo hav€ lost'a number of documenls perlanlnglo Mr Peter Elis's case You
also alege lhat the Ministry has been lnable lo ocate seve.a documents
which you have previo!sly requested underthe Acl

The M r slry has nol "osl documents pertainng to MrPeler E is's case

As you wil be aware, the t\4inisleial nq!ry was an Independeni inqLry
cairied oll by S r Thomas E chelba!m, w1h some research and adminislrative
assstance from the tMinislry oi Jlslce Accordingly lhe Mnstry iles hold
some oi lh€ documeriation relal ng to the Minisleral lnqury but do not
contan complete copres of aL the documenlation sent, .eceived or otheMse
recorded by S r Thomas.

The ombudsman has accepled that lhe lMinislry is not req!.ed lo seek
documents or nlormalon f.om S I Thomas as, snce the conclsion ol the
loquiry, SnThomas is no longer subtecttolhe Acl

Letler of 4 Mav 2000

on 24 September 2oo7 you requested fom the llinistry a lefler dated 4 Mav
2OOO wrnen by S r Thomas E chelbaum, addressed lo the Minislry ol JLsl ce

26 Oclober 2007 we were unable lo
This doclmenl has now been localed

Lt^

When we replied to your requesl on
ocate the document you requesled
and s.eleased lo you underthe Act


